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SUBJECT: NOON PRESS BRIEFING - CUBA, ARGENTINA AND THE 
U.S. 

QUITO PLEASE PASS BRIAN BELL 

1. FOLLOWING GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR DEPT. SPOKESMAN AT NOON 
PRESS BRIEFING, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11. NO QUESTION ASKED 

AT BRIEEING. HOWEVER, STATE HAS USED THE FOLLOWING ON 
BACKGROUND AND IF-ASKED: 

2. Q-IS IT TRUE THAT THE UNITED STATES IS GOING TO ABSTAIN 
ON THE RESOLUTION BEING DRAETED AT THE QUITO MEETING OE 
FOREIGN MINISTERS? 
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3. A-OUR DELEGATION HAS INEORMED US THAT VARIOUS FORMULAS 
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FOR A RESOLUTION ARE UNDER ACTIVE CONSIDERATION. IT WOULD 
BE PREMATURE TO MAKE ANY ANNOUNCEMENT ON HOW THE U.S. WILL 
VOTE. 

4. Q- ALTHOUGH THE U.S. REFUSES TO REVEAL HOW IT WILL VOTE 
AT QUITO ON THE SANCTIONS AGAINST CUBA, IT IS REPORTED THAT 
SOME OBSERVERS SEE A SOFTENING IN THE U.S. ATTITUDE. THEY 
POINT TO THE U.S. HAVING OVERLOOKED TWO TECHNICAL VIOLA- 
TIONS BY ARGENTINA OE THE SANCTIONS: (I) ARGENTINE SHIPS 
BEGAN CARRYING CARGO TO CUBA IN APRIL, YET THE U.S. 

MILITARY ASSISTANCE GROUP HAS NOT BEEN RECALLED EROM 
BUENOS AIRES; AND (2) THE U.S. ALLOWED THE REEUELING AT 
BALTIMORE OE AN ARGENTINE SHIP THAT HAD CALLED AT CUBA. 

ANY COMMENT? 

5. A-FIRSTLY, THERE IS NO REQUIREMENT, LEGISLATIVE OR 
OTHERWISE, THAT THE U.S. WITHDRAW ITS MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
GROUP FROM AN OAS MEMBER-STATE WHOSE SHIPS CARRY CARGO TO 
CUBA (AS ARGENTINE SHIPS HAVE DONE). 

6. AS EOR THE REEUELING OE SHIPS ENGAGED IN THE CUBA 
TRADE, U.S. EXPORT CONTROL REGULATIONS, ADMINISTERED BY 
THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, PROHIBIT THIS WITHOUT A 
SPECIEIC LICENSE. WE ARE UNAWARE THAT AN ARGENTINIAN 
SHIP WHICH HAD CARRIED CARGO TO CUBA WAS LATER REFUELED 
AT BALTIMORE. 

7. IE PRESSED - Q-WHAT ABOUT MILITARY ASSISTANCE? 

8. A-THE PROVISIONSOE THE EOREIGN ASSISTANCE ACT CONCERNED 
WITH THE CARRIAGE OE CARGO TO CUBA APPLY ONLY TO GRANT 
ASSISTANCE. THERE IS NO GRANT ASSISTANCE TO ARGENTINA 

AT THIS TIME. KISSINGER 
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